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Administrative Department

• No good news 

• Lose approximately $31,500 in PILOT income 

• Increase in direct costs of Salaries and Benefit Costs

• Increase in insurance costs
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Police Department
Income

• Minimal to no affect
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Street Department

• Will require an additional employee.

• Related increase in insurance and overhead costs.
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Wastewater Department

• Total Lost income of $932,550

• Lose Greenwood fees (=$175,000)

• Lose the farm lease
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Water Department

• Any future surplus would need to be used to help balance 
the overall operating budget.  FY19 budget shows water 
enterprise fund deficit of $28,850.

• Would need to pay down existing debt to reduce annual 
operating budget.

• EDU penalties would no longer be split.

• Possible future increase in user fee rates if deficit continues.

• Potential justification for future increase of the 
administrative expense allocation.
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Western Sussex Sewer district costs
• The current Sussex County Service Charge is $286/year per Equivalent Dwelling Unit (house, mobile 

home, apartment, etc.); billed quarterly to all customers in the system. 

• Commercial customers are assessed on a fixture unit or historic flow basis establishing the base line 
EDU number per account used in billing. 

• The proposed debt service, based on an equal or better grant/loan ratio than currently offered, is 
expected to be  in the range of $250- &275 per year per EDU.

• Estimated annual household cost: 

➢ $286 – current (FY 2018) system wide User Charge per EDU

➢ $314 – total debt service incl. refinanced existing debt

➢ Total: $600/year per EDU   

• Sussex County rolls all necessary future treatment and transmission upgrades in the system wide 
User Charge. Historically annual user charge increases have been +/-2%. 

• All potential future customers within and outside the municipal boundaries of the Western Sussex 
district area will pay the identical debt service contributing to rate stabilization. 

• Sussex County’s Sewer Connection Charge (impact fee) in FY 2018 is $6,360 which compares well 
with the current Town of Bridgeville impact fee of $6,000 hence no impediment to future growth. 
However, the current impact fee in Greenwood is lower at $1,750 per EDU. After sewer district 
creation all fee should be adjusted accordingly. 
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• Property Tax assessments are averaging a 2% growth rate over the 
last 10 years.  

• New Residential construction starts have leveled off.

• Verizon’s self assessment is lowered every year.  In 2012 it equaled 
$3,243,500 ($77,844 tax bill).  It is now $1,815,300 ($43,567 tax bill).
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Realty Transfer Taxes

• Taxes received based on transfers/sales of property within Town 
limits.

• The Town receives 1.5% of the sales price.  The County Recorder of 
Deeds office collects the fee on our behalf and charges 1% of our 
collection for their services.

• The past 3 years we have accumulated enough in excess RTT that we 
should be able to pay for the new police station with cash reserves.

• The Commission should consider a Resolution or Spending Policy for 
the RTT that the Town collects annually.  It could be used towards 
approved capital items and costly repairs/replacements.
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Residential Property Taxes

• Average Residential Assessment  = $16,900

• Heritage Shores = $28,100
• Current Tax bill is $674

• 25% would be $843 in 5 years ($34 per year; ~$3 per month)

• 10% would be $742 in 5 years ($14 per year; ~$1 per month)

• Remaining Residential = $9,000
• Current Tax bill is $216

• 25% would be $270 in 5 years ($11 per year, ~$1 per month)

• 10% would be $238 in 5 years ($4 per year, ~$.33 per month)
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Commercial Property Taxes

Average Commercial Property Assessment  = $49,100

• Current Tax bill is $1,178

• 25% would be $1,473 in 5 years ($59 per year; ~$5 per month)

• 10% would be $1,296 in 5 years ($24 per year; $2 per month)
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Tax Bill Comparison
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